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think, that Bacon wrote : " Let us then conclude that Sacred Theology ought to be drawn from the word and oracles of God, not from the light of nature or the dictates of reason. For it is written, tf The heavens declare the glory of God j9 but it is nowhere written, ' The heavens declare the will of God/ " The method of the Scholastics had been thoroughly vicious, both in applying Scripture to establish the principles of science, and in applying reason to establish the principles of religion. Par different was the procedure recommended by Bacon both in the one case and the other. " But with regard to inferences., we ought to know that there is left us an use of reason and argument (as to mysteries) secondary and respective, though not original and absolute. For, after the articles and principles of religion have been set in their place, so as to be completely exempted from the examination of reason, it is then permitted us to derive and deduce inferences from them according to their analogy. In nature indeed this holds not. For both the principles themselves are subject to examination, by Induction, I mean, though not by Syllogism, and, besides, these same principles have no discordance with reason, so that the first and middle propositions are derived from the same fountain. It is otherwise in religion, where the first propositions are not only self-existent and self-supporting, but likewise unamenable to that reason which deduces consequent propositions." 6 That it did not occur to Bacon to ask on what grounds the authority of Scripture isself reposed, may to us appear strange, but this was not one of the questions which the men of that age were in the habit of putting either to themselves or others. I see no reason to doubt that Bacon accepted the authority of Scripture as an ultimate fact, though, as I have already intimated, he may, especially towards the latter period of his life, have felt some hesitation as to the truth or exactitude of some of 6 De Augmentis, book ix. the same words as tliose contained in the beginning of this quotation. I am disposed, however, to think that this description applies with more complete accuracy to Bacon's later than his earlier state of feeling on these subjects.and of the Christian 1 athers towards those who maintained the existence of Antipodes \    Clni.l-iiu it Si   Ir.u TURKEY-IN-ASIA.    JlyMr   |   C  ]\|, (-,, v    ;\( V           '              J
